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Religion has played an undeniable role in the formation of the world’s peoples, its 
civilizations, the foundation of our country, and the lives of its citizens.  The place of 
religion in our society should be recognized as an important one. 
 
At the same time, under the Constitution of the United States, our schools may neither 
actively sponsor nor interfere with religion. 
 
The proper role of religion in the public schools is in its educational value in the study of 
subjects such as history, literature, art, and in non-religious recognition of the place of 
religion in society.  In that capacity, and when appropriate within the curriculum, the 
subject of religion can provide a basis for schools to teach our children about various 
belief systems, and their current and historical impact on human culture.  The non-
religious study of religion also provides a basis for the schools to play a vital role in 
instilling understanding, tolerance and mutual respect among people of different 
backgrounds. 
 
 


